Speaking of Things Pertaining to the Kingdom

The Kingdom Does Not Come by Observation

Act 1:3  To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion  (experience) by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 

What did Jesus do that infallibly proved himself alive during those forty days?  You might say,” He showed himself to people and “seeing is believing.”  In more than one account of those forty days, it says that people who knew him saw him, but they did not recognize him.  It was like they knew him, but they didn’t know him.  What was it that really convinced the people that he was alive and that he was who he said he was? 
Jesus was once asked a question by the Pharisees concerning the Kingdom of God.

Luk 17:20  And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: {ocular evidence}

Luk 24:13  And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. 

Luk 24:14  And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 

Luk 24:15  And it came to pass, that, while they communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 

Luk 24:16  But their eyes were holden that they should not know him. 

These men did not recognize Jesus because what they had seen with their physical eyes kept them from seeing with their spiritual eyes.  They had witnessed the crucifixion.  They had believed Jesus to be a prophet that would deliver the Jews from Roman bondage and their hopes were dashed as their own people had condemned Jesus to death.  They were looking for a physical kingdom with their physical eyes. 
In Luke, the word says that Jesus expounded {thoroughly explained} the scriptures to those that did not recognize him.

Luk 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 

He used the word to lead them to a revelation of who he was and what the kingdom was all about.  

On the last day before the crucifixion, Jesus broke bread with His disciples and spoke these words that had no meaning to them:

Luk 22:16  For I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled {furnish, satisfy, finish} in the kingdom of God. 

Luk 22:18  For I say unto you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until the kingdom of God shall come. 

Mat 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 

Mat 26:29  But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new {not before known} with you in my Father's kingdom. 

It says in Luke 24, that not only did Jesus expound the scriptures to his disciples, but he also broke bread with them. Suddenly their eyes were opened.  They had a revelation of the words that Jesus had spoken to them before his crucifixion.

Luk 24:30  And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them. 

Luk 24:31  And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; 

Luk 24:32  And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened {to clear of obscurity} to us the scriptures?
Luk 24:35  And they told what things were done in the way, and how he was known of them in breaking of bread. 

Opened, according to Strong’s Concordance, literally means “as first born.”  In other words, they understood the scripture for the very first time.  Many of us are like the disciples.  We know about the scriptures, but we do not have a revelation of them. The kingdom of heaven does not come by observation.  It comes by revelation. Until we understand the scriptures by revelation, we will not really know them….nor Him. 
Jesus gave them a revelation that caused words that had not previously been understood to become illuminated.  The Holy Spirit does that for us today.

In first Corinthians 15:5-8, it says that Jesus was seen of Cephas, of James, of about 500 people at one time, by the disciples, and then finally by Paul.  

The word “seen” as mentioned in all of those cases is the same word. t It means to gaze at something remarkable with wide open eyes.  It involves more than just a mechanical vision that brings physical recognition. 
The only way that we can access the kingdom within us, in the flesh, is by the Spirit revealed Word of God.  John 3:1-5 

Joh 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

Joh 3:5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.
Paul presents a good example.
1Co 15:8  And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

Did Paul physically see Jesus?  No, his eyes were opened and he was born of the Spirit.  He had a revelation.  He was born again.  His eyes were opened to see into the Spiritual realm of the kingdom for the very first time.
1Co 15:9  For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

1Co 15:10  But by the grace of God {revelation of the Spirit} I am what I am:

 In Paul’s early years he had a scholastic knowledge of the scriptures according to the “letter” and it produced death.  It took a revelation of the Spirit for him to get a glimpse of his spiritual heritage.
2Co 3:6  Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 
Eph 3:3  How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery… 

Eph 3:4  Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 

Eph 3:5  Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
It is by revelation that our eyes are opened to see the things that God has prepared for us.  We have to know what we have been given before we can walk in it.
1Co 2:9  But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

1Co 2:10  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. 

1Co 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
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